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393 - FILTER STRIP 

IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Name:   Farm No./Tract No.:   

Address:   Field Number(s):   

Assisted by:   Financial Assistance Program:   

Date:   Contract Number:   

 

Practice Purposes(s)  (check all that apply) 

 To reduce suspended solids (e.g., sediment, particulate organic matter) and associated contaminants in runoff. 

 To reduce dissolved contaminant loadings (e.g., nutrients, pesticides) in runoff. 

 To reduce suspended solids and associated contaminants in irrigation tailwater. 

Practice Specifications 

Filter Strip Layout 

Planting Area 

(Field #) 

Min. Strip Width 

(ft) 

Strip Length  

(ft) 

Max. Field Slope 

(%) 
Acres 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 Practice location(s) is/are shown on the conservation plan map. 

Planting Specifications 

Planting requirements (site prep, planting methods, establishing the planting, etc.) are provided as follows:   

 

 Delaware NRCS Fact Sheet – Cool-Season Grasses (attached) 

 

 Delaware NRCS Fact Sheet – Warm-Season Grasses (attached) 

 

 Other specifications (attached) 
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SPECIES AND PLANTING RATES 

Planting Area 

(Field # ) 
Acres Species Cultivar (if any) 

Seeding 

Rate 

(lbs/ac) 

Total 

Quantities 

Needed 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Nurse/Cover 

Crop 

 Oats, Barley, or Wheat  (oats are 

preferred because they are less competitive) 

 20 - 40  

Recommended Planting Date(s): 

Fertilizer and Soil Amendments: Apply only if needed, based on soil test results. 

Additional Recommendations/Notes:   
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Operation and Maintenance 

Periodic management is needed to ensure successful implementation of this practice:  (check all that apply)  

 Maintain vegetation in a vigorous condition. Apply soil amendments periodically, if needed based on soil test 

results. For optimum sediment retention and other water quality benefits, mow two to three times annually to a 

height of 3 to 5 inches and remove top growth if possible. Removal of top growth from the site can significantly 

reduce the amount of nitrate-nitrogen in the soil and can reduce the movement of nitrate-nitrogen below the root 

zone. If phosphorus is a concern, periodically test the soil to monitor phosphorus build-up. Follow the maintenance 

recommendations in the attached fact sheet(s) for additional information.   

 Inspect the filter strip at least annually. Shape and reseed areas damaged by heavy rainfall, animals, chemicals, 

tillage, or equipment traffic, and any other areas where the stand is not adequate. 

 Remove sediment that accumulates along the upper part and within the filter strip before it accumulates to a height 

of 6 inches and begins to divert runoff water around the filter strip as concentrated flow. 

 Check for insects and diseases, and if an incidence threatens stand survival, take corrective action to keep the pest 

under control. 

 Control undesirable plants by pulling, mowing, or spraying with a selective herbicide. Control noxious weeds as 

required by state law. 

 Protect the filter strip from wildfire and damage from livestock, wildlife, and equipment, to the extent feasible. 

 Where wildlife habitat is a concern, mow only the minimum area necessary to filter sediment and do not mow 

during the primary nesting season (April 15 to August 15). 

 Do not use the filter strip for hay storage or machinery parking for an extended period of time, especially if doing so 

will damage or impair the function of the practice. 

 Acceptable uses (e.g., flash grazing, haying, etc.) and time of year or frequency of use restrictions, if any 

(list):  

 Other requirements, or follow-up needed (describe):  

 

 

Plan Approval 

Certified Planner Signature Title Date 

Plan Received and Accepted 

Client Signature Date 

Certification of Practice Completion 

This Filter Strip has been installed and meets the requirements of Delaware NRCS Conservation Practice 

Standard 393.  Any changes to the planned practice are noted in Practice Specifications. 

Certified Planner Signature Title Date 

 


